STALON
X108
The deafening sound of silence
®

By Chris Blatherwick

Firstly, we established a baseline by
engaging multiple targets at variable
distances without any muzzle brake
or sound modulator fitted to our
Ruger PRP. The .300 Winchester
Magnum did not disappoint in the
recoil department, and rocked the
Ruger PRP violently as Philip Benade
engaged the target array in the prone
position. During our baseline session
we noted that, although the Ruger
PRP was a hefty platform, we could
still see some rifle jump as the 208 gr
Hornady EDL® match heads careered
towards
our 200 mm gongs down-range.

F

irearm accessories is undoubtedly
one of the fastest-growing market
segments within the firearm industry
today. This unique market segment is
dedicated to designing and producing
firearm accoutrements that enhance
the overall performance of different
weapon platforms. We have seen a
tide of change within the firearm
realm, as with sports-shooters
gravitating towards long-range
precision disciplines. These dynamic
disciplines place a strong emphasis on
the synergy between ‘man and
machine’ to actively place hits on
targets at variable distances in concise
timeframes. Setting up a rifle platform
for its intended application could
mean the difference between walking
away as the victor, or ending the day
mid-pack on the scoreboard.
Setting up a rifle for success
comprises a multitude of critical ‘build’
aspects. Many end users
underestimate the advantages of
fitting a suppressor or sound
modulator to their weapon platforms.
However, suppressors have proven
advantageous in several ways. Join us
as we set up a Ruger PRP for success
by adding a Stalon® X108 sound
suppressor to this already competent
platform. Grab your match
ammunition, spotting scope, and
favourite rear bag as we put the
Stalon® X-Series through its paces.

Swedish perfection
Stalon® Svarv & Svest AB was founded
in 1989 in Malgomaj Sweden. As with
most successful firearm accessory
companies, Stalon® started as a
precision machining shop. It
specialised in producing precision
automotive parts for a leading
Swedish vehicle manufacturer.
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In 2005, Stalon was approached by
a well-known European-based firearm
accessory manufacturer to produce
sound moderator components and
parts for its extensive product line-up.
The Stalon® team quickly identified
critical design areas to improve upon
that would result in a significantly
lighter, more effective sound
modulator and suppressor.
®

The X-Series has a
tri-compound construction
In 2008, Stalon® designed and
produced its first sound modulator.
This innovative suppressor design
took Europe by storm. The company
quickly made a name for itself in the
firearm accessory market by
producing high-quality sound
modulators catering for all popular
rifle calibres. Subsequently, Stalon®
has become one of the most revered
sound modulator and suppressor
manufacturers in Europe. The
company has racked up many
accolades for its ever-growing
product range.

Where it all began
The first commercial firearm
suppressor or silencer was designed
and produced in 1902 by American
inventor Hiram Percy Maxim. Now if
you are a firearm aficionado, the
surname Maxim should ring a bell.
Hiram Percy Maxim was the son of Sir
Hiram Stevens Maxim, inventor of the
first portable, fully-automatic
machine gun. The Maxim family,
although not widely known, have
fundamentally changed the firearm
industry with their respective designs,
which are still applicable today.

Silencers, suppressors, or
sound moderators?
There is a lot of confusion and
misinformation as to the differences
between a silencer, suppressor, and
sound moderator. Truth be told, all
three words can be used
interchangeably when describing a
device designed to be fitted onto a
barrel of a firearm that alters the
sound emanating from the firearm as
a projectile passes through the barrel.
The word ‘silencer’ originates from
the original patent filed for the ‘Maxim
Silencer’ by Hiram Percy Maxim, and
the descriptive word quickly became
a hit. Many purists prefer the
terminology ‘suppressor’ or ‘sound
moderator’, as that is the actual
function of such a sound-dampening
device.

Baseline established, it was time to
get to work. The X108 is part of the
new-generation Stalon® sound
suppressors, with the X-Series the
successor to the very popular
W-Series. The X108 was designed as
a telescopic (over-barrel) sound
modulator that recesses over the
barrel, thus marginally increasing the
overall length of the weapon platform,
as well as attempting to keep the
weight balance further back (neutral

balance point).
The X-Series has a tri-compound
construction, with an aircraft-grade,
hard-anodised aluminium cylinder
and baffle construction. The core
(first baffle) is constructed from
stainless steel, with a titanium thread
band keeping the two halves of the
sound suppressor together. The X108
tips the scale at a mere 334 g, making
it one of the lightest sound
modulators on the market today. The
overall diameter of only 49.1 mm for a
.30 calibre platform like the .300
Winchester Magnum is truly
astounding.

Overall accuracy was a
standout feature
With the X108 fitted to our.300
Winchester Magnum brawler, it was
time to ring some steel. The first
aspect that stood out not only for me,
but for our entire test team, was the
ability of the X108 to suppress the
sound of the .300 Win Mag

behemoth. According to Stalon®, the
X-Series has been tested and
measured in accordance with MILSTD-1474D (military noise standards
and testing). It recorded an average
decrease of 30 dB when compared to
unsuppressed platforms.
The second and third aspects that
stood out for our test team were the
felt reduction in recoil and the increase
in overall accuracy. By redirecting and
cooling the fired gases, sound
suppressors are beneficial in mitigating
the overall recoil felt by the shooter. In
return, shooters can overcome the
instinct to flinch and achieve better
shot placement over vast distances.
Our range evaluation quickly turned
into a mini PRS stage, with our test
team placing hits on steel at a rapid
rate of knots, and pushing the X180 to
its limits. We saw a significant increase
in the overall accuracy and
performance of our Ruger PRP
chambered .300 Winchester Magnum
with the X180 fitted.

Taming the beast
Prior to our range evaluation session,
we were asked as to how we test
sound modulators? Easy. We fit the
sound modulator to a recoil-hungry
calibre such as a .300 Winchester
Magnum, and put the platform
through its paces. For this test, we
called upon our friends at Guns &
Bows in Cape Town. Hendrie Brink
and his team provided us with a
pristine Ruger Precision Rifle Platform
(PRP) chambered in .300 Winchester
Magnum for our range evaluation of
the Stalon® X108. I have a love-hate
relationship with rifles chambered in
.300 Winchester Magnum. I love
shooting large-calibre rifle platforms
chambered in .338 Lapua Magnum,
but find .300 Winchester Magnum
rifles uncomfortable to shoot for
extended periods. So the pressure
was definitely on for the Stalon® X108
to perform during our testing session.
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In conclusion

X108

-30.0 dBc (tested in .308)
49,1 mm

334 gram

Extension of weapon: 108mm

Total length: 235 mm

Max cal. .243
Max cal. .243

M12x1-M18x1, 1/2”-20
1/2”-28, 5/8”-18, 5/8”-24

Max cal. .243
Max cal. .243

Design overview and specifications
Make:
Model:
Calibre availability:
Construction material:
Finish:
Length of main body:
Attachment method:
Interchangeable front:
Body diameter:
Max barrel diameter:
Weight:
Threads available:

Stalon®
X108
.45, .375, .308 and .243 (as tested)
Aircraft-grade aluminum, titanium, and steel
Black hard-anodised coating
235 mm
Telescopic
Yes
49.1 mm
22.5 mm
334 g
M21x1, M18x1, 1/2”-20, 1/2”-28, 5/8”-18, 5/8”-24

I spoke to a multitude of sports
competitors at a local Precision Rifle
match recently. I gingerly brought up
the subject of sound modulators to
try and pick their brains as to what
make they fitted to their long-range
competition platform, and how it
performed in such a match
environment. The feedback I received
was astounding. Some shooters were
able to provide technical data with
regard to the performance of their
respective sound modulators that
formed the backbone of their
procurement, while the vast majority
of competitors’ procurement criteria
was based on product availability
in-store, as well as overall pricing.
I have been fortunate to have
evaluated numerous locally-produced
sound modulators, as well as a large
selection of European and US
versions. Although all sound
modulators inherently function in the
same way, there is a fundamental
difference in the internal and external
construction, the materials utilised,
the baffle design, and the
performance and sound suppression,
not to mention the certification of the
performance of the suppressor.
Fifteenth-century poet and author
Gabriel Bell said: “You get what you
pay for”, and that could not be truer
when it comes to sound modulators.
Stalon® has been producing highquality sound modulators for 12 years.
Not all accessory manufacturers in
the sound modulator realm,
continuously revise their product
range by offering end users cuttingedge designs, encompassing critical
design elements such as overall
weight and how it affects the balance
of the weapon platform, the
functionality of the suppressor (its
sound-reduction capabilities, as well
as the reduction in the felt recoil and
increase in overall accuracy, a byproduct of the overall design). All
Stalon® sound modulators exceed
MIL-STD-1474D, and carry a two-year
warranty.

From small steps to big dreams, family hunting trips, days at
the range, friends we meet , the places we visit , the landscapes
we explore and the stories we tell. Our journeys begin in
different places, but they all come together at HuntEx .

10 Y E A R S
TEN YEARS INSPIRING ADVENTURE

The complete range of Stalon® sound modulators is imported
and distributed by Guns & Bows of Cape Town.*
www.gunsbows.co.za.
*Price available on request.
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